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	       Important Dates 
12/04	
	
	
	
12/05	
12/07	
12/08	
12/10	
12/12	
12/19	
12/21	
	
	
	
12/24	-01/04	
	
	
	
	

Class	Pictures	
SAC	Meeting	@	5:30pm	
PTA	Meeting	@	6:00pm	
Read	and	Rise	Literacy	Conversation	
Read	and	Rise	Literacy	Conversation	
PTA	Dress	Down	Day	
PTA	Pancake	Breakfast	
Spirit	Week	
Fire	Drill	
Winter	Show	@	6:00pm	
Polar	Express	Pajama	Party	
Early	Release	
PreK	–	Noon	
K	–	5	–	1:00pm	
Winter	Break	
	

	 	
	

	 	

A Message From Our Principal 
 
Our school family has so much to be thankful for 
during this holiday season. Winter break is upon 
us and our school will close for the holiday from 
Monday, December 24th until Friday, January 4th. 
My hope is that all of you will enjoy your holiday 
and spend quality time with each other.  

Mr. Tavares is the latest addition to the Rocket 
family. He serves our community as a member of 
the School Guardian Program.  Mr. Tavares will 
be on our campus to provide essential support to us 
as we implement school safety procedures. You 
will notice his presence on campus during morning 
arrival and after school dismissal. You will see him 
performing duties, which will not include any 
direct interaction with students in classrooms. 

Have you met with your scholar’s teacher? Do you 
know the status of your scholar’s academic and 
behavioral progress? If you have not met with 
his/her teacher this year, then now is the time to 
arrange a conference. We will host a conference 
night in January, however, you may contact 
his/her teacher to schedule a conference soon. 

 Our innovation zone will host “Coffee and 
Conversation” on Friday, December 7th at William 
Dandy Middle School at 10 am. Please RSVP by 
Wednesday, December 5th to attend. 

 
 

Have a wonderful holiday season with your family!  

Mrs. Priester 
Follow me @PrincipalRIE 

	
 
 

@rumble_marie 
A Message From Our Assistant 
Principal 
	
Rock Island Parents, 
 
The season of giving is upon us and the second 
semester is fast approaching! As our scholars 
leave for the winter break, consider continuing 
learning experiences to help keep our scholars 
on track. 
 
I have had many parents ask recently, “How can 
I help over the break?” Below are a few actions 
you can take/implement: 
 

1.) Access i-Ready at home. Thirty minutes 
daily has been proven to improve student 
performance. 

2.) Read, Read, Read. Provide books and 
magazines for your child to read at 
home. By reading new material, a child 
expands their vocabulary and exposes 
them to reading for pleasure and 
information. 

3.) Ask your child specific questions about 
what they have read. Have them compare 
characters or make connections to 
everyday events in their lives. 

4.) Visit the library daily. Take advantage of 
the multitude of resources available to 
help improve student performance. 

5.) Encourage the gift of time by having 
them read to an elderly neighbor or 
family member. Sharing this time 
increases reading skills and builds 
valuable relationships with the elderly. 

 
I wish you a happy and healthy holiday season. 
 
Mrs. Rumble-Wise, Assistant Principal 
- M rs .  M ar ie  R umble-W ise  
	



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                    

remarkable reading  
mrs. whittaker, literacy coach 

Parents, 
 
I hope all had an amazing Thanksgiving and are ready for the Winter break! 
 
Great News! Accelerated Reader is up and running, so please ask your child about how it’s going in their 
classroom. Accelerated Reader provides students the opportunity to take an assessment after they read a book for 
pleasure. 
 
We are diving deep into writing! Here are some tips to encourage and support Reading and Writing. 
1. Let your children see you read for pleasure.  Share vocabulary, quotes, and characters from the story with 
them.  Compare similarities and differences between your book and the books your children are reading. 
 2. Talk to your children about how your parents read to you or told you stories as a child. Share family stories 
that can be told for generations to come. 
3. Let your children see you write for pleasure. This is a great time of year to send family letters to relatives and 
friends. Let everyone in the family contribute a part or even illustrate. 
4. When you are riding in the car, tell your children a story about when you were young or tell them a story 
about something that happened at work that day. Omit the ending and encourage them provide an alternate and 
fun ending. 
5. Have your children select three things they want to include in a story.  Make up a story that includes those 
three things. 
 
Remember there’s no app for a parents lap. 
 
 “Today A Reader, Tomorrow A Leader”, 
~ Mrs. Whittaker 

remarkable science 
mrs. wallace, science coach	

 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

I am so excited about the time of year that we are entering!  This is the time to record the differences in the 
weather and notice a change in the trees.  Seasons are as old as the earth. We tell time by them, plan our calendar 
around them and look forward to the changes they bring. But where do seasons come from? Does every State, 
Country, or Continent have seasons? How do they vary in different parts of the world?   

Seasons are created by two very important events – the rotation of the Earth that gives us day and night, and the 
revolution of the Earth around the sun that gives us our year. Because the sun never changes, only the movement 
of the Earth creates changes in light and darkness, and in temperature. 

Seasons are important all over the Earth, and each part of the planet experiences some type of change as their 
pole tips toward the sun for three months out of the year. Seasons make our lives more interesting and give us 
ways to mark the passing of time. They help nature stay in balance also. It’s a good thing our planet’s axis tips! 

 

Here is a resource that will provide you with an arts and crafts project to tie in the seasons 
https://www.education.com/activity/article/Make_Four_Season_Trees 
 
Happy Science! 
~ Mrs. Wallace 
 
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Welcome to another Magical Mathematical Year!!! 
 

PROBLEM OF THE MONTH 
Imagine you work at a cycling shop building unicycles, bicycles, and tricycles for customers. One day, you 
receive a shipment of 8 wheels. Presuming that each cycle uses the same type and size of wheel, what are all 
the combinations of cycles you can make using all 8 wheels? 
 

In this issue we are sharing a “Problem of the Month” that connects Effective Math Teaching 
Practice #2 - “Implement tasks that promote reasoning and problem solving” to the Standards 
for Mathematical Practice #2 “Reason abstractly and quantitatively”. Some students may solve 
the problem in the context of cycles, while others may decontextualize this situation, instead 
working to find combinations that total 8.  

This task is appropriate for a wide-range of grade levels and can be modified by having students 
explore other numbers of wheels (extension) or adjusting the task from finding all the 
combinations to finding some of the combinations (additional support).  

To help solve the problem at home, show pictures of a unicycle, bicycle, and tricycle and ask 
your scholar their “Noticing and Wondering.” Have them list specifically what they notice and 
any questions they still have. 

As our scholars learn different methods in class to solve problems, those methods should be 
reinforced at home. Math is universal and should be applied to daily.  

Parents, our scholars benefit from additional practice with math fluency. Please use the 
following website at home to help with additional fluency practice.  

Xtramath  https://xtramath.org/#/home/index 
 
The fluency focus for K-2 is addition and subtraction and for grades 3-5 is multiplication and 
division. 
 
~ Mr. Fenelon 

Parents, 
 
We will be hosting matriculation meetings for all of our exiting Pre-K students that will be 
transitioning to Kindergarten next year.  
 
Meetings consist of looking at each individual student’s needs and identifying additional 
supports to assist in the transition from Pre-K to Kindergarten.  Students will have an 
opportunity to visit kindergarten classes and participate in various activities to familiarize them 
with the Kindergarten routine and assist with an easier transition.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the students, parents, and members of the 
community a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Thank you for your continued 
support. 
 
~ Ms. Juin 
 

remarkable special 
programs 

ms. juin, ese specialist 

remarkable math 
mr. fenelon, math coach 



	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Upcoming Events 
December 4th  

Parent Teacher Association Meeting  
6:00pm 

 
December 7th  

Dress Down Day 
 

December 8th 
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 

remarkable support 
ms. stephenson, school counselor 

 Positive Discipline Techniques 
                                                     

“Limit Screen Time” 
Would it surprise you to know that children between the ages of 2-5 watch more than 32 hours of TV a week? 
(Nielsen Media Research) 
 
Children ages 8-18 spend more than 53 hours a week online and almost 8 hours of media use each day. (Kaiser 
Family Foundation) 
 
 In today’s digital world, families are exposed to more screen time than ever before. Smartphones, tablets, 
YouTube and the ever-popular game, Minecraft are just a few of the many sources of electronic connection that 
vie for time and attention from both parents and children.  
 
Increased screen time has been linked to: 

• Obesity and weight gain 

• Irregular sleep schedules and shorter duration of sleep 

• Behavioral problems in and out of school 

• Loss of social skills 

• Violence 

• Less time for play 

Unstructured playtime is more valuable for a child's brain development than electronic media. Children are 
more likely to learn and remember information from a live presentation than they are from a video.  
 
Children can also benefit from certain types of screen time, such as programming with music, movement and 
stories. However, passive screen time shouldn't replace reading, playing or problem solving. Watching 
television with your child will help them understand what he or she is seeing and apply it in real life. The key 
lies in finding a balance.  In order to find the balance, the easiest way is to set limit and house rules. 
 
Try these positive discipline tools to help manage your family’s screen time so it doesn’t manage you: 

1. Have a Family Meeting. Get the whole family involved in a plan for reducing screen time. Part of the 
solutions should include things to do in place of screen time. It is more difficult to give something up 
when you don’t have plans for what else to do. 

2. Create a “parking lot” for electronics—have a basket or charging station in a central location in the 
house at which family members “park” their electronics during certain times of day. 

3. Establish new routines. Start with one time of day to be screen free (such as dinner) and periodically 
add on other times of day. 

4. Stay close with your child with Special Time. Children will listen to your limits about screen time 
when they feel understood and that you “get” them. Spend regular one-on-one time together to keep 
your relationship strong. 

5. Hold limits with Kindness and Firmness. Changing a screen time habit is hard; be ready for 
disappointment, anger, and sad feelings. Hold your limits by empathizing with a child’s feelings and 
sticking with the limit you’ve set. 

~ Ms. Stephenson 



	

	
	

School Advisory Council Yearly Meeting Dates 
5:30 pm	

	
 

December 4, 2018 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
 

January 8, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
 

February 5, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

 
March 5, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

 
April 2, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

 
May 7, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

 
 

Greetings Remarkable Parents!  
 
We hope that you enjoyed the fellowship with your families over the holiday break. With the 
help of partners in education, we were fortunate to serve 183 Rock Island families for 
Thanksgiving.  
 
We also provided 284 food bags to our scholars over Thanksgiving break. Providing many of 
our scholars with food and snacks to eat while school was not in session. 
 
We would like to extend special thanks to all of our partners who helped us serve so many 
families; Fit Fuel, Tailored Fit, Feed South Florida, Broward County Schools (Student 
Services), Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, and Trust the Journey (Lisa Jackson).  
On behalf of Rock Island Elementary we are abundantly grateful for your service in our 
community!   
 

									 																																																			 																																															 	
			
As we approach Winter break, we would like to remind you to call the attendance line at 754-
322-8302 if your scholars will be absent. Regular school attendance is important to our 
scholar’s academic achievement. If your scholar is absent for more than 2 days in a week, 
written documentation is needed to excuse those absences.   
 
School starts promptly at 8:00 am. If your child is late, please walk in and sign your scholars 
in. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Ms. Overstreet, School Social Worker for further 
information a 754-322-8322 or Ms. Scott, Community Liaison at 754-322-8300. 
	
 

	
	 	
Ms. Scott, MSW         Ms. Overstreet, MSW 
Community Liaison           School Social Worker 



	
	

2018-2019 Promotion Criteria 
 
As we approach the second semester of the 2018-2019 school year, teachers begin to further analyze and 
assess student performance. Within the coming weeks, teachers will begin holding parent conferences to 
update you on your scholar’s progress and review the Student Promotion and Retention Policy and Criteria. 
 
Broward County Schools Student Progression Plan (Policy 6000.1), outlines the criteria for student 
Promotion and Retention.  The purpose of the Student Progression Plan is to establish the standards for 
quality instruction, delineate the criteria for promotion, provide equal educational opportunities to all students 
and ensure all students are college and career ready upon graduation. Below is a brief listing of the Student 
Progression Plan by grade level.  
 
The complete policy may be accessed at	
http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/sbbcpolicies/docs/Policy%206000.1%20Student%20Progression%20Pl
an.pdf . 
 

Grade Level Promotion Criteria 
 

Kindergarten 
Scores Instructional Reading Level B or greater on the 
Benchmark Assessment System (BAS). 
 
(Alternative 2) Scores 70% or greater on the Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Florida Journeys Common Core 2014 Benchmark Test. 
 
(Alternative 3) Recognizes 48 of 52 Letter Names AND Distinguishes 
20 of 26 Letter Sounds AND Understands 15 of 21 Concepts of Print 

 
First Grade 

Scores 55% or greater on the Primary End of Year Reading Test that 
aligns with the Language Arts Florida Standards. 
 
(Alternative 2) Scores Instructional Reading Level I or greater on the 
Benchmark Assessment System (BAS). 
 
(Alternative 3) Scores 70% or greater on the Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Florida Journeys Common Core 2014 Benchmark Test. 

 
Second Grade 

Scores 65% or greater on the Primary End of Year Reading Test that 
aligns with the Language Arts Florida Standards. 
 
(Alternative 2) Scores Instructional Reading Level M or greater on the 
Benchmark Assessment System (BAS). 
 
(Alternative 3) Scores 70% or greater on the Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Florida Journeys Common Core 2014 Benchmark Test. 

 
 

Third Grade 

Scores Level 2 or greater on the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) 
for English Language Arts. 
 
(Alternative 2) Scores acceptable level of performance on a state-
approved achievement test in reading comprehension. 
 
(Alternative 3) Scores acceptable level of performance on the state-
approved English Language Arts portfolio assessment. 

 
 
 

Fourth Grade 

READING: Scores Level 2 or greater on the Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA) for English Language Arts. 
MATH: Scores Level 2 or greater on the Florida Standards Assessment 
(FSA) for Mathematics. 
 
(Alternative 2) READING: Scores Instructional Reading Level S or 
greater on the Benchmark Assessment System (BAS). 
MATH: Scores 60% or greater on the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Florida Go Math! Mathematics Florida Standards End of Year Test. 

 
 

Fifth Grade 

READING: Scores Level 2 or greater on the Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA) for English Language Arts. 
MATH: Scores Level 2 or greater on the Florida Standards Assessment 
(FSA) for Mathematics. 
 
(Alternative 2) READING: Scores Instructional Reading Level V or 
greater on the Benchmark Assessment System (BAS). 
MATH: Scores 60% or greater on the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
Florida Go Math! Florida Standards End-of-Year Test. 

 



	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

											
	
	 	

 
 

 
Congratulations! 

We are excited to announce that all Kindergarten parents of  
Rock Island Elementary School have been invited to participate in 

the Read and Rise Family Literacy Conversation. 
 

   
 

The Family Conversation will be held on December 4th and 5th at Rock 
Island Elementary School.   Please indicate your session preference so 

that we can plan for refreshments and child care.  
****************************************************************************************** 

I am excited about the Read and Rise Family Literacy Conversation! 
 I would like to attend the: (select one)  

 

 ________ school day session          ________ evening session 
 

Parent(s) Name: _______________________________________________ 

Child’s Name: _________________________________________________ 

Teacher’s Name: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________________________________  

Email Address: _________________________________________________ 

 
Rock Island Elementary 

Quarter 2 Spirit Week 
December 10 – December 14 

 

“There ’s no Place Like School! ” 
 
Monday: Oz the Green and Powerful  
(Wear some green and some bling) 
 

 

Tuesday : Twister Tuesday 
 (Wacky tacky day) 

 

Wednesday : Ease on down the Yellow Brick 
Road       
(wear yellow socks and a yellow shirt) 
 
 
        Thursday : Lions & Tigers & Bears…Oh My!  
                     (Dress like an animal or wear animal print)  
 
 
 

Fr iday :  Wear Red Enough Said! 
(Wear a red shirt and red shoes) 



	
	
	
	

 
           CLASS PICTURE DAY 

Tuesday, December 4, 2018 
All students must be in uniform. 

	

	


